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The Demographic Imperative

SooM —
1.4B

Working-age population Jobs needed per year Youth (18-34) plan to
growth by 2050 in Sub-Saharan Africa start a business

42%

Africa faces a profound demographic challenge. Startups are central to creating the employment needed for a
youthful, growing population.




VC Funding: From US$0.3B to US$5B in a
Decade
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Where the Money Goes

Investment is highly concentrated — four countries capture over 70% of VC

Central Africa _ 10 o Top Innovation Hubs

Southern Africa [ 15 Lagos (85 hubs)
Nairobi (65 hubs)
East Africa | 20

. Cairo (60 hubs)

west Arica | 5

vorn o, I 5

Cape Town / Johannesburg




Sectors Driving Innovation

= Fintech

B Agri-tech

M Climate-tech m Logistics

M Healthtech m Edtech

Fintech (35%)

Payments, mobile money & digital banking — the gateway
sector enabling financial inclusion for millions

Climate-tech (20%)

Off-grid solar, micro-grids, carbon management — aligning
with global green growth priorities

Logistics (15%)

E-commerce platforms, couriers & warehousing —
facilitating intra-African trade



‘@ The Jobs Multiplier

Direct Jobs 34,201 (in 2022)

Across 633 funded startups, averaging 54 staff each

2.8 %

Indirect Jobs ~100 per 100 direct
Employment

Multiplier Supply chains, vendors, banking agents, couriers

Induced Jobs ~80 per 100 direct
Consumer spending, services & local economies

10M direct startup jobs - 28M total jobs (direct + indirect + induced)



99 The Gender Funding Gap

Male-led teams: 94% of VC funding

. Mixed-gender: 5.5%

I Female-led: 1%

Yet 47% of Africa’'s STEM graduates are women — massive untapped potential



% Digital Infrastructure: The Foundation

70 ~

60 -

65
60
55
50
50 A
40
40 -
30 A
20 -
10 -
0 . : : :

North Africa Southern Africa  East Africa West Africa  Central Africa

Central Africa faces broadband costs of 30% of monthly income vs. 10% in North Africa

of Africans used internet (2023)

have reliable electricity

smartphone adoption by 2030

of global data-centre capacity



- Skills Gaps Constraining
Growth

Marketing — 20 But digital skills pay off:

Cybersecurity _ 25 Automation
Product Design -_ 30
Software Eng. -_ 35
Data Analytics -_ 40 Cloud computing

Al /ML _ 45
} : r T T ! Data-driven decisions

0 10 20 30 40 50

Al adoption

75% of startups fail to survive 5 years — skills gaps and capital shortages are key drivers

+50%

+40%

+30%

+25%



) Regulatory Progress: Startup Acts & Data

Protection

8 Countries with Startup Acts

v Tunisia

v’ Senegal

v Nigeria

v DRC

v Cote d'lvoire
V' Ethiopia

v/ Ghana

v/ Rwanda

countries with data protection
laws

countries with data protection
authorities

countries drafting startup bills



© The Path to 10 Million Startup Jobs
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Diversify . Scale Strengthen Inclusive
. Build Talent . .
Capital Infrastructure Regulation Innovation
. Al & data curricula,
pention sloeations coding bootcamps, PP for fbre &5, oft-  TALA 2L L TEN eoeerlaby ity s,
Zias ora bonds DFi U] S AT OGS, CEIE GRS, cros’s—boprder , outh acceIZrathrs d:l -
P S scholarships, diaspora device affordability N y » deep
blended finance o —— harmonisation tech R&D

Coordinated action by governments, investors, universities & DFIs can unlock Africa’s entrepreneurial potential



Africa's Digital Future Sta
Now

10 Million Jobs - 28 Million Livelihoods - One Ecosystem

The question is not whether Africa can innovate.
It is whether we will invest boldly enough to let it.
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